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ducal castellans, and were placed directly under that of the officials of
the royal household.

The growing power and importance of the Church in Bohemia led
speedily to conflicts between its leaders and the rulers of the country,
One such conflict between the Bohemian Duke Frederick and Henry
Bretislav, Bishop of Prague, a member of the Pfemyslid family, gave the
German Emperor Frederick Barbarossa the welcome opportunity of
declaring the Bishop of Prague an * immediate1 prince of the Empire (1187).
Since Moravia, too, had been made into anfi immediate' margravate a short
time before, the authority of the Bohemian duke, heretofore complete,
was at the end of the twelfth century, so to speak, torn into shreds. This
collapse of the power of the Bohemian dukes, due partly to the crafty
policy of Barbarossa, partly to the pernicious struggles for the throne
among the Pfernyslids, was, however, not of long duration. Even before
the end of the twelfth century, the cessation of the internecine feuds and
the simultaneous collapse of the power of the German Emperor brought
about a change for the better in this respect.

After the death, which occurred in 1197, of Henry Bfetislav, Bishop
of Prague, who four years before had become Duke of Bohemia and had
also conquered Moravia, two sons of King Vladislav I, Pf emysl Ottokar I
and Vladislav Henry, came forward as candidates for the throne. The
younger, Vladislav, was first raised to the throne by the Bohemians, but
in the same year he came to an agreement with his elder brother, by which
Pfemysl Ottokar became duke in Bohemia and Vladislav Henry margrave
of Moravia. Pfemysl Ottokar I ruled thereafter in Bohemia until his
death (1230) in complete harmony with his brother Vladislav (06. 1222),
and all his successors up till the end of the Pfemyslid dynasty ascended
the throne unopposed. This was a fact of the greatest importance for
the further development of Bohemia, both in foreign and in home
affairs.

Above all, an end was put once and for all to the dismemberment of
the Bohemian State caused by the recognition of the margravate of
Moravia and of the bishopric of Prague as direct principalities of the
Empire. The agreement of 1197 had already restored the real unity of
Moravia and Bohemia, and in the years that followed this union became
ever more firmly cemented. The 'immediacy' of the bishopric of Prague
was still more rapidly and decisively abolished. During his short reign
Pf emysrs brother Vladislav on his own authority appointed a new bishop
in place of Henry Bfetislav, and himself bestowed investiture upon
him. By this action he made it clear, not only that he did not recognise the
* immediate' position of the bishopric of Prague, but that he was deter-
mined also to put an end to the bishop's former dependence on the German
Emperor, formal though it was, which was expressed by the conferring of
investiture by the Emperor. In the path indicated in this momentous